Barns Ness Lighthouse

Light Established
1901

Engineer
David A Stevenson

Position
Latitude 55° 59.2’N
Longitude 02° 26.6'W

Character
Isophase White every 4 Seconds

Elevation
36 metres

Nominal Range
10 miles

Structure
White - round tower 37 metres in height. There are 169 steps to the top of the
tower.

History

The Lighthouse at Barns Ness was built by David A Stevenson, Engineer to the
Commissioners. The light was first exhibited on 1 October 1901, approximately
2 years after building operations commenced. The tower is 121 feet high, and
is constructed of stone from Craigree (near Cramond) and Barnton quarries, as
are the other buildings. The stone has proved to be tough as Barns Ness was
machine gunned during the War, and no damage was sustained. Until 11 July
1966, the lighthouse was manned by two lightkeepers; it then changed to one
keeper as the light was being converted to semi-automatic operation. A sealed
beam light, powered by mains electricity, replaced the old mantle and paraffin-
operated light. The candlepower of the light was 1,300,000 and was the first of its
type to be used in the Commissioners' Service.

The optical equipment consisted of a gearless pedestal, manufactured by AGA
(UK) Ltd, on which was mounted an array of eighteen sealed beam lamps,
similar to modern car headlights. The gearless pedestal operated from a 12 volt
DC supply and battery standbys for both these and the lamps were available.

In the event of failure of the mains electricity supply a standby generator
automatically starts up. If this generator fails to start, then the light is operated
from batteries.



The lighthouse was automated in 1986 and is now remotely monitored from the
Board’s headquarters in Edinburgh.

It should be noted that at some sites the Northern Lighthouse Board have sold
some redundant buildings within the lighthouse complex and are not responsible
for the maintenance of these building.
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